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the sea farther than across the sound to Euboia where I won
a tripod for epic recitation, at the funeral games of
Amphidamas of Chalkis. Still I will tell you, by the
inspiration of the Muses.
There is, by the way, nothing absurd in this, as Beloch
has alleged, for Hesiod does not proceed to tell sailors how to
handle their sheets or tie knots. What he was is an expert
in applied astronomy, and it is precisely on this subject, the
choice of the proper sailing season, that he gives advice.
" Fifty days after the solstice, until the end of the hot
weather " is the season that he allows. In that season you
will not come to grief " unless Zeus or Poseidon really intend
to sink you." But you must not wait for " the new wine
and the autumn rains " and the south-westerly gales. All
through Greek history the setting of the Pleiads (October)
is taken as the very end of the season after which it is suicidal
to set sail. St. Paul's ship was wrecked as a sequel to the
imprudence of an autumn sailing, and the Anthology has a
" cautionary rhyme " on the sad fate of the gentleman who
went to sea at the sinking of the Pleiads, and sank when
they did.1
" There is also a spring sailing ; when the leaves on the
tree-tops look to a man as big as a crow's footprint, then
the sea is passable. That is the spring sailing ; but I do not
like it. It has to be snatched ; you will scarcely avoid
disaster ; and yet men will do even that, in their foolishness.
Riches are as life, to poor mortals ; but it is a terrible thing
to die amid the waves. But I bid you take heed of all this,
as I tell you. Do not put all you have on board your ship.
Leave most of it at home, and trade with less than half.
It is a bad thing to come to grief at sea, as it is if you over-
load your waggon, and break the axle, and your load is
spoiled. Have regard to measure; and the right time is
best in all things."
With this sage sentiment Hesiod leaves the matter. To
him, then, seafaring is at most a method of making a little
extra profit, if your farm is fairly near the coast. Seven
1 A, P. vii, 534.

